Samuel Gerber 18 May 1835 – 17 July 1915

At the time of Samuel Gerber’s death, G. Gichler of Anamoose, North Dakota, wrote:

Samuel Gerber, our brother, was born March 15, 1836 in Langenan, Kanton Bern, Switzerland. He died July 17, 1915 (Anamoose, North Dakota) at age 79 years, 4 months, and 2 days. Cause of death: Asthma and heart failure.

In 1858, our brother was joined in matrimony to Maria Maths.  She preceded him in death (in Missouri) at age 61 years, 6 months and 3 days. 

In 1884, our brother and his family migrated from Switzerland to California, Missouri. It was here that he accepted Christ as his Saviour and followed his Lord in baptism by immersion and he remained an active member of the local church to the time of his death. 

In 1900, following the death of his wife in 1897, he moved to Anamoose, North Dakota, where he spent the remainder of his lifetime living with his son, Ernest Gerber.

His four children, and their families, a host of friends and acquaintances, mourn our brother’s passing, but rejoice in the knowledge that as a mature and dedicated Christian he has gained admission to his heavenly abode. We knew him as an humble and dedicated Christian who throughout his life-time witnessed effectively to the saving grace of his Lord and Saviour. 

Rev. W. Graebel used as his text Hebrews 11, verse 14 in conducting the funeral services and he delivered the message in English translating on-goingly into the German.

Notes: There are some discrepancies and omissions in this article compared to other records: 

●Most records show Samuel’s date of birth as 18 May1836. A Swiss resource reveals he was born on a mountain farm near Marbach which is less than 5km north east of Schangnau where he was baptised 21 June 1836. It might therefore be concluded his birth date was 18 May as children were baptized very soon after birth in which case a March birth seems unlikely. The discrepancy is possibly due to incorrect translation from Swiss German to English in the US. His parents were Ulrich Gerber and Elizabetha Knüss.

●Two different years have been cited as the year of their marriage: 1858 and 1859.  Most records show the latter.

●Maria Elisabetha’s surname was Mathys not Maths. She was from Oberönz, Kanton Bern, Switzerland. 

●Samuel’s funeral was held in the German Baptist Church in Guthrie, ND.  According to North Dakota Historical Association records, he was buried in Guthrie. His name does not appear on the Union (Guthrie) Cemetery list nor the German Baptist Cemetery (Anamoose) list. At the time of this writing (2009), it is  uncertain where he was buried. 

