Gerber of Giebel

Generation

3. Niklaus Gerber, probable youngest son of Michael Gerber of Giebel (the one from 1695 to 1770), was born approximately 1725.  Owner of Giebel as well as Hinterer Bäregg (purchased 1782 from Christian Gerber, his uncle).

From the first marriage with his wife (maiden name “Kipfer”) there were two sons, Michael and Christian

From the second marriage approximately 1770/1 there was one son, Niklaus, and 3 daughters: Barbara, Elizabeth, and Magdalena.

1791 Accounting of the Maternal Inheritance of the first marriage to the two sons shows that they were given 2/3 of the Giebel homestead.  1/3 of the Giebel homestead remained for Niklaus and later appears in the in inhertance testament dated 1 March 1801.  Niklaus Gerber died on 1 April 1808.

4. Christen Gerber, second son of Niklaus out of the first marriage, occupant/owner of the Giebel farm (1/3 1791 out of the Accounting of the Maternal Inheritance, and then would inherit another 1/3 after the death of his father by buying out his brother Michael, the farmer of Hinterer Bäregg).

4.2 Michael Gerber, brother of the aforementioned Christen Gerber as well as the son of Niklaus Gerber (3) out of the first marriage, later farmer of the hintereren Bäregg. Likely farmed on the Giebel farm with his father and two wives and together with his brother Christen.

Guardians (or more accurately, “assistant”) to the brothers Christen and Michael after the death of their mother was a relative, Niklaus Gerber, the farmer of obern Hapbach.  Such assistance was ordered until the remarriage of the widowed parent of the minor children

4.3 Niklaus Gerber, only son of Niklaus (3) out of his second marriage, farmer of untern Hapbach which his father purchased in 1783.  He is probably the father mentioned in the Gerber Book of Michael Gerber of Hapbach who immigrated to Ohio (USA) and who became the ancestor of 650 descendents.

4.4 Barbara Gerber, daughter of Niklaus (3) out of his second marriage, married Christian Blaser from Zwygarten.

4.5 Elisabeth Gerber, married Christen Schwarz of Bramerssboden

4.6 Magdalena Gerbre, married Ulrich Röthlisberger of Katzbach.

Christen Gerber (4) was married to Katharina Burkhalter, died in 3 April 1849, had 10 children who are presented in the will (in addition to his deceased children), had already giften the farm at Giebel already in 1839 to the second oldest son, Niklaus, the youngest son was unable to take over the farm (possibly handicapped).

Christen Gerber (4) was first an elder of the Alttäufer (Annabaptist/Mennonite).  The story of the church community in Switzerland, as written by Geiser, was that he was indisputably one of the receptive leaders of the Alttäufer.  His association with Samuel Fröhlich led to an emergence to the Neutäufer community.  He was then excommunicated from the Altäufer.  See the book from Geiser.  He was known as Christeli Gerber.

5. Niklaus Gerber, farmer at Giebel at about 1839, probably the year of his marriage.  Of this Giebel farmer there is very little data available.  This likely due to him only having one son because he left no written will

5.2 Michael Gerber inherited from Christeli (4) Giebelkelle.  He could not write.  In his will and testament he has made a cross und the school had to legally verify his signature.

5.3 Christian Gerber, black sheep of the family of Christeli, has taken his a loan against his inheritance because he became bankrupt, lived for a time in in Ufhusen, Luzern, lived in a catholic land and eventually married a catholic lady which meant due to an old law of Berner region he had to give up any inheritance.  

5.4 Ulrich Gerber, mariner and ? in Thun, died early, was was already dead during the reading of the will of his father, but his children were listed: Ulrich Gerber (mariner and ? in Thun, Christen Gerber, Anna Elisabeth (a minor), Anna Barbara

5.5 Johannes or Hans Gerber, saddlemaker in Langnau

5.6 Peter Gerber, later owner of Giebelmoos, was single at the time of the reading of the will, was a farmer at the Moserli as are his descendents today, was an elder of Neutäufer, later was expelled out of the Neutäufer, died in 1874, his wife Anni was known by Ruedi Gerber (8) farmer at Giebel.

5.7 Mathis Gerber, youngest son of Christeli, probably not able to become the owner under his own power, received for the confidence of his appraisal a payment of 300 Swiss Francs.

5.8 Elisabeth Gerber, married with Christian Baumgartner in Untern Frittenbach, community of Rüederswil.

5.9 Katharina Gerber, later married with Peter Hiltbrunner of Langnau

5.10 Magdalena Gerber, was widowed already in 1849, was married with Jakob Kipfer at Bäregg.

6. Christian Gerber, owner of Giebel, probably only son of Niklaus (5), died Feb 8, 1894, married to Elisabeth Gerber from Alteneischür (original farm of Baumgarten as indicated by email from Marianne dated 20 Oct 2001), had 5 children.
Research is still progressing, part of Neutäufer, builder of the Stöcklis at Giebel with meeting room, was the Armenverwalter (steward of the poor) at the church in Langau (the original “poor-bill” is at Giebel), a very rich farmer, had besides his debt-free Giebel farm (by his debt he had already sold it to his son, Ulrich, for 60,000 Francs.) an important amount of loan records and assets (or credit balances) of all kinds (at today’s worth of more than 2 million in purchasing power), then over 200 francs plus the farm.  The photograph on hand at Giebel shows he was bald.  His large fortune and debt-free farm may be attributed to the face that he was likely the only child to take over his inheritance.  His wife was appreciated for her beauty.

7. Ulrich Gerber, yougest son of Christian (6), married with Rosa Gasser, Ulrich was born in 1868, died 1919, owner of Giebel, purchased also the Liegenshaft (lit. immoveable) Aussergrat and the Gratweidli (probably farms).

7.1 Christian Gerber, owner and farmer of Giebelkellen, later Reinach

7.2 Friedrich Gerber, owner and farmer Bäreggfeld

7.3 Emma Gerber, was married with Hermann Rüegger (Bregenzer)

7.4 Anna Elisabeth Gerber married with Johann Jakob, Trubschachen (grandfather of x.B. Jakob Fred)

8. Rudolf Gerber, youngest son of Ulrich, farmer and owner of Giebel (your father)

8.2 Fritz Gerber (my father)

8.3 Etc.\

9. Johann Gerber, farer and owner of Giebel

9.2 Ueli Gerber

9.3 Fritz Gerber

9.4 Etc. Menieli married Grimm (you and your sister)

This information is still incomplete. Hopefully, after my retirement I will be able to work on it.  

Please notify me with any corrections.

Friendly greetings, 

Heini

The documents at Giebel are largely photographed.  I have a copy of the photograph of Christen Gerber

Generations 1 and 2 are still undetermined.  Owner 2 was Michael Gerber-Röthlisberger, 1695-1770, builder of Speicher at Giebel still present, his sons, Michael and Johannes, were milk farmer and farmer at the Speicher at Lohngrat present with the year 1767, the building date of the Speicher) (Johannes 1729-1782 is the father of the Giebel-Glais (Niklaus), who purchased obern Habpach in 1801 and who was the ancestor of the Gerber lines of meats (at Grosshochstetten), cheese (at Thun), and Tscharnergut) in Bern.

