6.
Niklaus Gerber, born approximately 1735, probably the younger son of one Christian Gerber, born approximately 1735, mentioned in 1773 as a cow farmer at Giebel.

In his first marriage was to Magdalena Kipfer.  He had 2 sons, Christian (later at Giebel), and Michael, later at Bäregg).  In his second marriage he was united with Elisabeth Baumgartner.  From this marriage there was one son, Niklaus (later at Hapbach), and three daughters: Barbara (married Christian Blaser), Elizabeth (married Christen Schwarz), and Magdalena (married with Ulrich Röthlisberger, of Katzbach).

Niklaus purchased after the birth of his third son in 1743 untern Hapbach.  At Giebel there are documents of the mother’s separation of estate after the death of Niklaus’ first wife.  The farm was given to Michael and Christian, who managed Giebel together at first.  Christian purchased lather his portion of Giebel from Michael.  The testament of father Niklaus was dated March 1, 1801, he died 1807.

7.
Christian Gerber, born approximately 1760/62, son of Niklaus out of his first marriage with Magdalena Kipfer, married with Katharina Burkhalter, died April 3, 1849, farmer at Giebel and central figure in the Baptist-movement of the Emmenthals, especially the splitting of the Neutäufer (Fröhlichianer) form the Alttäufer (Mennonites).  In 1821 he was called to the lectureship of the Alttäufer.  In 1832 he had his first contact with Samuel Fröhlich, in 1834 was the first evening meeting of the Neutäufer at Giebel, in May 1835 the community of Neutäufer in Langnau took their beginning.  Out of the story of the history of the Berner Täufer (from Geiser) “The unquestionably the most talented was Christian Gerber.”  Documents exist at Giebel, such as a letter from Samuel Fröhlich.  This Christian Gerber was named “Christeli” to differentiate him from his grandson.  He died in 1894, was a “poor director” at the church in Langnau.

Christeli had 10 children (possibly more who died before the division of his estate in 184?).  

1.
Christian, black sheep of the family, was not able to pay his debt, so he took a loan from his father.  He was not considered in the division of his father’s estate.  He lived in Ufhusen, Luzern (catholic wife?).  There was an old Berner law in “local land an inheritance must be recorded”. 

2.
Niklaus, later owner at Giebel

3.
Michael, later owner of Kelle

4.
Johannes, saddle-maker in Langnau.

5.
Elisabeth, married with Christian Baumgartner of untern Frittenbach

6.
Ulrich, had already died by the time of the separation of the inheritance, had two sons in Thun (shippers) and the “Island” Bern, and two daughters, both minors and were given aid.

7.
Katharina, married to Peter Hiltbrunner, “Sager” in Langnau

8.
Magdalena, was already a widow of Jakob Kipfer by the time of his separation of estate.

9.
Peter Gerer, was still at giebel, later at Giebelmoos, was later an elder of the Neutäufer (later expelled).

10.
Mathis, youngest son, would have been the one to inherit the farm due to Berner practice, was handicapped and could not write, received 300 franks for his inheritance, had the school master sign for him

8.
Niklaus Gerber, farmer at Giebel, he seemingly died young, approximately 1860 and there exists no documents at Giebel regarding a list of his assets, we know little more about his family situation.  He had every instance the later owner of Giebel, Christian Gerber, born 1840? and possibly a daughter who in documents shown as cousin.  This Niklaus Gerber was only 11-15 years old after his father’s, Christeli, death.

9.
Christen (Christian) Gerber, born 1840 (?) died 1894, had taken possession of his farm approximately 1860, married to Anna Barbara Gerber from Baumgarten (this wife came out of the original Gerber family from Baumgarten out of Gohl, the parentage farm of the Gerbers of Giebel. A photo exists…

